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6.2 A song stuck in the head

Aim: Develop reading skills such as understanding vocabulary 
in context and making inferences
Preparation: Make one copy of Worksheet 6.2 for every S.
Comment: Use after or in place of the reading on page 51.

A Pair work
nn Give each S a copy of the reading. Ask Ss which songs are most likely 
to get stuck in their heads. Elicit one or two examples from the class.

nn Ss work in pairs to discuss the question. Then have pairs share their 
answers with the class.

B
nn Explain the task. Read the statements aloud. Have Ss read the article 
to find the answers.

nn Ss work individually to choose the correct answers.

nn Go over the answers as a class.

Answers

1. False 2. True 3. True 4. True 5. False

C Group work
nn Explain the task. Read the questions aloud.

nn Ss work in small groups to discuss the questions.

nn Have groups share their answers with the class. Finally, have the class 
vote on the song that is most likely to become an earworm.



Passages 2 Worksheets © Cambridge University Press 2015 Photocopiable

A song stuck in the head  Worksheet 6.2

A Pair work What songs are likely to get stuck in your head? Discuss and share your ideas with the class.

B Read the article. Are these statements true or false? Choose the correct answers.

True False
1. Songs with a monotonous beat are almost always the cause of earworms.
2. Earworms activate a part of the brain that processes auditory information.
3. There is little consensus on what first triggers a song to get stuck in the brain. 
4. Engaging the brain in a challenging activity can sometimes cure earworms.
5. People are equally susceptible to getting earworms. 

C Group work Discuss these questions. Then share your answers with the class.

1. Who besides advertisers might benefit by creating songs that become earworms? Explain.

2. Make a list of the five songs you think are likely to become earworms. Share your 
songs with the class. Which song is the most likely to become an earworm? 




